
Members	   of	   the	   Senate	   and	   of	   the	   House	   of	   Representatives	   of	   the	   United	  
States,	  I	  feel	  greatly	  honored	  that	  you	  should	  have	  thus	  invited	  me	  to	  enter	  the	  United	  
States	  Senate	  Chamber	  and	  address	  the	  representatives	  of	  both	  branches	  of	  Congress.	  
The	  fact	  that	  my	  American	  forebears	  have	  for	  so	  many	  generations	  played	  their	  part	  in	  
the	   life	   of	   the	  United	   States,	   and	   that	   here	   I	   am,	   an	   Englishman,	  welcomed	   in	   your	  
midst,	  makes	  this	  experience	  one	  of	  the	  most	  moving	  and	  thrilling	  in	  my	  life,	  which	  is	  
already	   long	   and	   has	   not	   been	   entirely	   uneventful.	   I	   wish	   indeed	   that	   my	   mother,	  
whose	  memory	  I	  cherish,	  across	  the	  vale	  of	  years,	  could	  have	  been	  here	  to	  see.	  By	  the	  
way,	   I	   cannot	   help	   reflecting	   that	   if	   my	   father	   had	   been	   American	   and	  my	  mother	  
British	  instead	  of	  the	  other	  way	  around,	  I	  might	  have	  got	  here	  on	  my	  own.	  	  

Sure	  I	  am	  that	  this	  day,	  now,	  we	  are	  the	  masters	  of	  our	  fate.	  That	  the	  task	  which	  
has	  been	  set	  us	  is	  not	  above	  our	  strength.	  That	  its	  pangs	  and	  toils	  are	  not	  beyond	  our	  
endurance.	  As	   long	  as	  we	  have	   faith	   in	  our	   cause,	   and	  an	  unconquerable	  willpower,	  
salvation	  will	  not	  be	  denied	  us.	  In	  the	  words	  of	  the	  Psalmist:	  "He	  shall	  not	  be	  afraid	  of	  
evil	  tidings.	  His	  heart	  is	  fixed,	  trusting	  in	  the	  Lord."	  

Not	   all	   the	   tidings	   will	   be	   evil.	   On	   the	   contrary,	   mighty	   strokes	   of	   war	   have	  
already	  been	  dealt	  against	  the	  enemy-‐the	  glorious	  defense	  of	  their	  native	  soil	  by	  the	  
Russian	   armies	   and	   people;	   wounds	   have	   been	   inflicted	   upon	   the	   Nazi	   tyranny	   and	  
system	  which	  have	  bitten	  deep	  and	  will	   fester	  and	   inflame	  not	  only	   in	  the	  Nazi	  body	  
but	   in	   the	  Nazi	  mind.	   The	  boastful	  Mussolini	   has	   crumpled	  already.	  He	   is	  now	  but	   a	  
lackey	  and	  a	  serf,	  the	  merest	  utensil	  of	  his	  master's	  will.	  	  

Many	   people	   have	   been	   astonished	   that	   Japan	   should	   in	   a	   single	   day	   have	  
plunged	  into	  war	  against	  the	  United	  States	  and	  the	  British	  Empire.	  	  

What	  kind	  of	  a	  people	  do	  they	  think	  we	  are?	  Is	  it	  possible	  that	  they	  do	  not	  realize	  
that	  we	   shall	   never	   cease	   to	   persevere	   against	   them	   until	   they	   have	   been	   taught	   a	  
lesson	  which	  they	  and	  the	  world	  will	  never	  forget?	  

Here	  we	  are	  together,	  facing	  a	  group	  of	  mighty	  foes	  who	  seek	  our	  ruin.	  Here	  we	  
are	  together,	  defending	  all	   that	  to	  free	  men	   is	  dear.	  Twice	   in	  a	  single	  generation	  the	  
catastrophe	  of	  world	  war	  has	  fallen	  upon	  us.	  Twice	  in	  our	  lifetime	  has	  the	  long	  arm	  of	  
fate	  reached	  out	  across	  the	  oceans	  to	  bring	  the	  United	  States	  into	  the	  forefront	  of	  the	  
battle.	  

If	  we	  had	  kept	  together	  after	  the	  last	  war,	  if	  we	  had	  taken	  common	  measures	  for	  
our	  safety,	  this	  renewal	  of	  the	  curse	  need	  never	  have	  fallen	  upon	  us.	  Do	  we	  not	  owe	  it	  
to	   ourselves,	   to	   our	   children,	   to	   tormented	   mankind,	   to	   make	   sure	   that	   these	  
catastrophes	  do	  not	  engulf	  us	  for	  the	  third	  time?	  

It	  is	  not	  given	  to	  us	  to	  peer	  into	  the	  mysteries	  of	  the	  future.	  Still,	  I	  avow	  my	  hope	  
and	  faith,	  sure	  and	  inviolate,	  that	  in	  the	  days	  to	  come	  the	  British	  and	  American	  peoples	  
will,	   for	   their	  own	  safety	  and	   for	   the	  good	  of	  all,	  walk	   together	   in	  majesty,	   in	   justice	  
and	  in	  peace.	  


